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Abstract: This article explores the role of organizing economic debates in English as an

effective pedagogical tool for economics students. It highlights how structured debates
contribute to the development of critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and professional
communication skills within the framework of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). The
study examines the integration of constructivist learning principles, the importance of
topic selection, and the role of structured formats in enhancing academic engagement.
Special attention is given to the use of economic terminology, hedging language, and
evidence-based argumentation. The article also addresses key challenges such as
language anxiety and cognitive overload, offering practical solutions for educators. It
concludes that economic debates serve as a bridge between theoretical knowledge and
real-world application, preparing students for participation in global economic discourse.

Keywaords: economic debates, English for Economics, ESP, critical thinking, analytical
skills, academic communication, constructivism, argumentation, economic terminology,
higher education

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magolada igtisodiyot yo‘nalishi talabalari uchun ingliz tilida
igtisodiy munozaralarni tashkil etish samarali pedagogik usul sifatida tahlil gilinadi.
Magolada bahs-munozaralar orgali tanqidiy fikrlash, analitik tafakkur va professional
kommunikatsiya ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirish imkoniyatlari yoritiladi. Shuningdek,
konstruktivistik yondashuv, mavzu tanlashning ahamiyati va strukturali debat formatlari
talabalarning faolligini oshirishdagi roli ko‘rib chiqiladi. Iqtisodiy terminologiya,
ehtimollikni ifodalovchi til vositalari va dalillarga asoslangan argumentatsiya muhim
jihatlar sifatida ta’kidlanadi. Maqgolada til bilan bog‘liq qo‘rquv va kognitiv yuklama kabi
muammolar ham tahlil qilinib, ularni bartaraf etish yo‘llari taklif etiladi. Xulosa qilib
aytganda, iqtisodiy debatlar nazariy bilimlarni amaliyot bilan bog‘lab, talabalarni global
igtisodiy muhokamalarga tayyorlaydi.

Kalit so‘zlar: igtisodiy debatlar, igtisodiyot uchun ingliz tili, ESP, tangidiy fikrlash,
analitik ko‘nikmalar, akademik kommunikatsiya, konstruktivizm, argumentatsiya,
iqtisodiy terminologiya, oliy ta’lim

AHHOTanuA: B 1aHHON cTaThe paccMaTpUBAETCSl OPraHU3alUs YKOHOMUYECKHX J1€0aTOB
Ha aHTTUHCKOM 5I3bIKE€ KaK A((PEKTUBHBIN MeIarorndecKuii MHCTPYMEHT ISl CTY/IEHTOB
HKOHOMMYECKUX crienuaibHocTed. [loguepkuBaeTcsi, 4To CTPYKTYpUPOBAaHHbIE Je0aThl
CHOCO6CTBYIOT Pa3BUTUIO KPHUTHYCCKOTO MbBIINUICHUA, AHAJIUTHYCCKHUX HABBIKOB H
npoeCCHOHAIBHON KOMMYHHUKAIlMM B paMKax OOy4YeHHs aHTIMICKOMY SI3BIKY IS
cneunanbubix nened  (ESP).  Ananu3upyrorcs HPUHUMIBI  KOHCTPYKTUBUCTCKOTO
o0Oy4deHus, 3HaueHHE MPaBUIBLHOTO BHIOOpA TEM U POJIb CTPYKTYPUPOBAHHBIX (OPMATOB
)1668.TOB. Oco0o€e BHUMaHUE YACIACTCA UCITOJIB30BAHHIO 3KOHOMHYECKOUN TCPMHUHOJIOTHH,
SA3BIKOBBIX CPCACTB BBIPAKCHUSA BCPOATHOCTU M APryMCHTAIlMKM Ha OCHOBC JaHHBbIX.
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Takxe paccMaTpuBarOTCs MPOOIEMBI SI3BIKOBOM TPEBOXKHOCTH M KOTHUTHUBHOW HArpys3KH,
MpeyIaraloTcsl MPaKTUYECKUE PELICHUs Ui IpernogaBareneil. Jlenaercs BBIBOJ O TOM,
YTO 3KOHOMHYECCKHEC I[e6aTI>I ABJIAKOTCA 3(1)(1)6KTI/IBHI>IM HHCTPYMCHTOM IJIs1 COCAMHCHUSA
TCOPHUH U MMPAKTUKHU U MMOATOTOBKHU CTYACHTOB K Y4aCTHIO B ri100aJ1bHOM YKOHOMHYECKOM
JaUanore.

KiroueBble cjioBa: DSKOHOMHUYECKHE Ae0aThl, AHIVIMUCKUM i1 SKOHOMHKH, ESP,
KPpUTHUYCCKOC MBINUJICHUC, AHAJIUTHYCCKUC HABBIKHM, 4AKAACMHUYCCKAasA KOMMYHHKAIUA,
KOHCTPYKTHUBU3M, apTyYMCHTAHUA, SKOHOMHWYCCKAasi TCPMHUHOJIOTUs, BBICIICEC O6pa3OBaHI/Ie

In the contemporary global academic and professional landscape, the ability to
communicate complex economic ideas in English has become an essential competency
for students pursuing careers in economics, finance, and public policy. English is not
only the dominant language of international research and business communication but
also the primary medium through which economic theories are debated, refined, and
implemented. However, despite the increasing emphasis on English proficiency in higher
education, a significant gap remains between students’ theoretical understanding of
economics and their ability to articulate economic arguments effectively in English. One
of the most effective ways to bridge this gap is through the integration of structured
economic debates into the academic curriculum.

Economic debates provide a dynamic and interactive learning environment where
students are required to engage with complex economic concepts, defend positions, and
respond to opposing viewpoints in real time. Unlike traditional lecture-based approaches,
which often encourage passive learning, debates transform students into active
participants in the learning process. They must not only understand theoretical
frameworks but also apply them in practical contexts, evaluate competing arguments, and
communicate their reasoning with clarity and precision. This combination of analytical
thinking and linguistic competence is essential for success in the globalized economy.

The effectiveness of economic debates as a pedagogical tool is rooted in constructivist
learning theory, which emphasizes the active construction of knowledge through
interaction and experience. When students participate in debates, they are not merely
memorizing information; they are engaging in a process of inquiry, reflection, and
synthesis. By defending a particular position—whether or not it aligns with their personal
beliefs—they are compelled to examine the underlying assumptions of economic models,
consider alternative perspectives, and develop a deeper understanding of the subject
matter. This process fosters intellectual independence and encourages students to think
critically about the complexities of economic issues.

Another key benefit of economic debates is the development of what can be described
as “economic intuition.” While traditional instruction often focuses on formulas and
models, debates require students to internalize these concepts and apply them flexibly in
different contexts. For example, in a debate on environmental taxation, students must
draw upon their knowledge of externalities, elasticity, and welfare economics to construct
persuasive arguments. They must anticipate counterarguments and adjust their reasoning
accordingly, demonstrating not only theoretical knowledge but also strategic thinking.
Over time, this practice helps students develop an intuitive understanding of economic
principles, enabling them to respond effectively to new and unfamiliar challenges.
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To ensure that debates achieve their educational objectives, it is essential to implement
a structured format that promotes rigor and clarity. Without a clear framework, debates
risk devolving into informal discussions lacking analytical depth. Structured formats such
as the British Parliamentary or policy debate models provide a systematic approach,
dividing participants into teams with defined roles and responsibilities. This structure
encourages balanced participation and ensures that arguments are presented in a logical
and coherent manner. Each stage of the debate—from the initial presentation of
arguments to the final rebuttals—serves a specific purpose in the overall process of
critical analysis and evaluation.

The role of the moderator is crucial in maintaining the academic integrity of the
debate. The moderator ensures that participants adhere to established rules, use
appropriate terminology, and avoid logical fallacies. In the context of English for
Specific Purposes, the moderator also plays a linguistic role, guiding students toward the
use of precise and professional language. This includes encouraging the correct use of
economic terminology, promoting clarity of expression, and providing feedback on both
content and language. By maintaining a high standard of discourse, the moderator helps
create an environment conducive to meaningful learning.

The selection of debate topics is another critical factor in the success of this
pedagogical approach. Effective topics, often referred to as “motions,” should be
carefully chosen to stimulate critical thinking and encourage balanced discussion. Ideally,
they should address contemporary economic issues with no clear-cut answers, requiring
students to weigh competing arguments and consider trade-offs. Topics such as monetary
policy, income inequality, globalization, and environmental sustainability are particularly
well-suited for this purpose, as they involve complex interactions between economic,
social, and political factors. By engaging with these issues, students gain a deeper
understanding of the real-world implications of economic theory.

In addition to fostering analytical skills, economic debates provide an ideal context for
the development of English for Specific Purposes. Unlike general language instruction,
which focuses on everyday communication, ESP emphasizes the specialized vocabulary
and discourse patterns required in professional contexts. In economic debates, students
must use precise terminology, such as “fiscal stimulus,” “market equilibrium,” or
“quantitative easing,” rather than relying on simplified or colloquial expressions. This
exposure to domain-specific language enhances both comprehension and production,
enabling students to communicate more effectively in academic and professional settings.

Another important aspect of economic English is the use of hedging and modality.
Because economic predictions are inherently uncertain, analysts must express their
conclusions with appropriate caution. Debates provide an opportunity for students to
practice these linguistic strategies, using phrases such as “the evidence suggests,” “it is
likely that,” or “under certain conditions.” These expressions allow students to present
nuanced arguments, reflecting the complexity of economic phenomena. At the same time,
the use of signposting language helps organize their speech, guiding the audience through
the structure of their argument and enhancing overall coherence.

The research phase is a fundamental component of effective debate preparation.
Students must gather evidence from credible sources, analyze data, and integrate
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empirical findings into their arguments. This process not only strengthens their analytical
skills but also promotes information literacy, an essential competency in the digital age.
By engaging with reports from international organizations, academic journals, and
reputable news outlets, students develop the ability to evaluate the reliability of sources
and distinguish between evidence-based conclusions and unsupported claims.

A critical aspect of this process is the identification and avoidance of logical fallacies.
In economic discourse, erroneous reasoning can lead to flawed conclusions and
misguided policies. Debates provide a practical context for recognizing common
fallacies, such as confusing correlation with causation or making generalizations based
on limited evidence. By learning to identify and challenge these errors, students enhance
their critical thinking skills and improve the quality of their arguments.

Assessment plays a vital role in ensuring that debates contribute effectively to learning
outcomes. A comprehensive evaluation framework should consider multiple dimensions,
including the depth of economic analysis, the quality of linguistic expression, the
effectiveness of rebuttals, and the use of evidence. By providing clear criteria and
constructive feedback, educators can guide students toward continuous improvement and
help them develop both analytical and communicative competencies.

Despite their many benefits, economic debates also present certain challenges,
particularly in non-English-speaking environments. Language anxiety is a common issue,
as students may fear making mistakes or being judged by their peers. To address this,
educators should emphasize the importance of communication over perfection,
encouraging students to focus on conveying their ideas clearly rather than achieving
flawless grammar. Creating a supportive and inclusive classroom environment can help
reduce anxiety and promote active participation.

Another challenge is the complexity of economic content, which can overwhelm
students, especially when combined with the demands of a second language. Providing
preparatory materials, such as summaries, glossaries, and fact sheets, can help mitigate
this issue by ensuring that all participants have a basic understanding of the topic before
the debate. This approach allows students to focus on analysis and argumentation rather
than struggling with unfamiliar concepts.

Ultimately, the integration of economic debates into the curriculum represents a
transformative approach to teaching and learning. It moves beyond the passive
transmission of knowledge and fosters a dynamic, interactive environment in which
students develop the skills necessary for success in the global economy. By engaging in
debates, students learn to think critically, communicate effectively, and apply theoretical
knowledge to real-world problems.

In conclusion, organizing economic debates in English is a powerful pedagogical
strategy that addresses the dual challenges of language proficiency and analytical
competence. It prepares students not only to understand economic theories but also to
engage actively in the global discourse that shapes economic policy and practice. By
combining rigorous academic content with practical communication skills, this approach
equips students with the tools they need to succeed in an increasingly interconnected and
competitive world.
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