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Abstract. This article presents a detailed analysis of Alexander Feinberg’s poem
“The Word.” The study examines how the absence of a timely spoken word and its
influence on human relationships are expressed through poetic imagery and
symbolic expression. The analysis focuses on the poem’s compositional structure,
metaphorical images, and the development of its emotional meaning. The results of
the study show that Feinberg reveals deep philosophical ideas through simple yet
expressive poetic language. The poem demonstrates how a single unspoken or
belated word can lead to regret and deep emotional experiences in human
relationships.
Keywords: poetic imagery, symbolic expression, word and communication,
emotional experience, lyrical reflection, poetic structure.
AHHOTaIII/IH. B HaHHOﬁ CTAaThC IMPCACTABIICH HO,I[pO6HLIfI aHalIn3 CTUXOTBOPCHUA
Anekcanzpa ®aitnOepra «CmoBo». B wuccienoBanum paccmaTpuBaeTCs, Kak
HCCBOCBPEMCHHO CKAa3aHHOC CJIOBO U €TI0 BJIMAHUC HA YCJIOBCUCCKUC OTHOIICHUSA
PAcCKpBIBAIOTCS 4Yepe3 IMOATHYECKHE O00pa3bl W CHMBOJUYECKHE BBIPAKCHUS.
AHanmu3 COCpeJOTOYEH Ha KOMIO3UMLIMOHHOM CTPYKTypEe CTUXOTBOPEHUS,
Metaopudeckux o0pazax © Pa3BUTHH €T0 SMOIMOHAIBHOTO COJAEpKAHUS.
Pe3ynpTaThl HMccleqOoBaHUS TOKA3bIBAOT, 4TOo DalHOEPT pacKphIBaeT TIIyOOKHE
bunocodckue WAEH C TMOMOIIBIO TIPOCTOTO, HO BBIPA3UTEIBHOTO IMOITHICCKOTO
sa3bIKa. B CTUXOTBOPCHNH II0KA3aHO, 4YTO OJHO HCCKA3aHHOC MWJIM ITIO3AHO
CKa3aHHOE CJIOBO MOXET TMPUBECTH K COXKAJCHHIO M TIYyOOKHUM JYIICBHBIM
MCPCIKUBAHUAM B YCITIOBCUYCCKHUX OTHOIICHUAX.
KiarodeBble ¢10Ba: MOITHUYECKHE 06paBI>I, CUMBOJIMYCCKOC BBIPAKCHUC, CIIOBO U
06IIICHI/IG, AYHWICBHBIC TICPCIKUBAHUA, JIUPUYICCKOC PASMBINIJICHUC, ITOITHYCCKAs
CTPYKTYypa.
INTRODUCTION. Alexander Feinberg occupies an important place in the
literary tradition of twentieth-century Uzbek poetry written in Russian. His poems
are often characterised by philosophical reflection, emotional restraint, and
carefully constructed imagery. Rather than relying on dramatic narratives or direct
declarations, Feinberg frequently builds meaning through subtle poetic contrasts
and symbolic details. His poetic voice remains calm and contemplative, allowing
readers to gradually discover deeper emotional and philosophical implications.

One of the recurring themes in Feinberg’s poetry is the fragility of human
communication. Words, silence, expectation, and missed moments frequently
appear as central motifs in his poetic universe. For Feinberg, a word is not simply a
linguistic unit; it becomes a symbol of human connection, emotional expression,
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and moral responsibility. When communication fails or arrives too late, the
consequences can be deeply tragic.

The poem “The Word” illustrates this idea with particular clarity. At first
glance, the poem begins with an everyday situation: the delay of a train or an
airplane. However, this seemingly ordinary inconvenience gradually develops into
a metaphor for a deeper emotional and existential problem. Feinberg contrasts the
minor irritation of transportation delays with the far more devastating experience
of a word that comes too late or never arrives at all.

Through this poetic structure, Feinberg explores the power and responsibility
of speech. The poem suggests that human relationships and emotional
understanding often depend on a single timely word. When this word is delayed or
left unspoken, the result may be regret, silence, and irreversible loss. This article
offers a detailed textual analysis of the poem, focusing on its imagery, symbolic
structure, and emotional progression.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

Poetic analysis often relies on close reading, a method that focuses on the
internal structure of the text, including imagery, symbolism, and emotional
progression. This approach allows scholars to interpret how meaning emerges
through the interaction of language, metaphor, and poetic structure.

In the context of Feinberg’s poetry, close textual analysis is particularly
effective because his poems often employ restrained language and symbolic
imagery. Rather than explaining ideas directly, Feinberg constructs meaning
through carefully arranged poetic elements. Images, contrasts, and repetitions
become key mechanisms that shape the philosophical dimension of the poem.

The present study applies qualitative textual analysis to examine Feinberg’s
poem “The Word.” The analysis focuses on several elements: symbolic imagery,
emotional progression, and structural contrasts within the poem. Particular
attention is given to how ordinary situations transform into metaphors for deeper
emotional experience.

The methodological approach involves a close reading of the poem and
identification of key poetic devices. By examining the relationship between
imagery and meaning, the analysis aims to reveal how Feinberg constructs
emotional tension and philosophical reflection within a relatively short poetic text.
RESULTS.The analysis of the poem reveals several important structural and
thematic features. First, the poem establishes a contrast between ordinary delay and
profound emotional loss. The opening lines introduce a familiar situation:

“A train delay — a simple, daily plight,

We strain our eyes awaiting a late flight.”
These lines describe a common experience that most readers recognise.
Transportation delays are presented as routine inconveniences. However, the poem
quickly shifts from this everyday situation toward a deeper emotional realisation:
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“But real disaster, deep and vast in scope —
Is when the awaited word fails to arrive with hope.”

The poem introduces its central metaphor. The delayed word becomes a symbol of
emotional failure. Unlike delayed trains or airplanes, which eventually arrive, a
word spoken too late cannot repair the damage caused by silence. The poem
further develops this idea through a series of symbolic images:

“Like regret that hovers over an ashen flame,

Or sorrow gazing at a hut without a name.”
These images convey emotional emptiness and quiet grief. The extinguished flame
suggests lost warmth or lost opportunity. The unnamed hut represents isolation and
abandonment. Together, these images reinforce the poem’s theme of missed
communication. The final lines expand the emotional consequences of this delay:

“The belated word — poor, forgotten, it cries,

For the ones who waited with longing in their eyes.”
The delayed word itself becomes almost personified, expressing sorrow for those
who waited in hope. This transformation of language into a symbolic figure
highlights the poem’s central philosophical idea: words possess moral weight, and
their absence can reshape human experience.
DISCUSSION. The poem “The Word” demonstrates Feinberg’s ability to
transform simple situations into profound reflections on human communication.
The contrast between everyday inconvenience and emotional catastrophe functions
as the poem’s central structural principle. Through this contrast, Feinberg reveals
that seemingly small moments of silence may carry enormous emotional
consequences.

Another important feature of the poem is its imagery. Feinberg does not rely
on complex metaphors; instead, he chooses clear and concrete images that
gradually accumulate meaning. The extinguished flame, the empty hut, the bare
forests, and the silent grave all contribute to the atmosphere of quiet despair.

The poem also explores the ethical dimension of language. Words in
Feinberg’s poetic world are not neutral tools of communication. They carry
responsibility. A word spoken at the right moment may offer hope or consolation,
while a delayed word may deepen sorrow.

In the final lines of the poem, silence becomes almost sacred. The grave
represents a space where words lose their power entirely. At this point, language
can no longer repair what has been lost. This image reinforces the poem’s
philosophical message: human relationships depend on timely communication, and
silence can permanently alter emotional reality. Through restrained language and
carefully chosen imagery, Feinberg creates a poem that reflects on regret,
responsibility, and the fragile nature of human understanding.

CONCLUSION. The analysis of the poem “The Word” demonstrates how
Alexander Feinberg constructs philosophical meaning through simple poetic
language and symbolic imagery. The poem contrasts ordinary delay with emotional

+99833 5668868 www.innoworld.net



{YANGI RENESSANS

loss, revealing the profound consequences of silence and postponed
communication.

Feinberg’s restrained poetic style allows the emotional tension to emerge gradually
through imagery and contrast. By focusing on a single delayed word, the poem
illustrates the importance of timely speech in human relationships.

Overall, “The Word” reflects Feinberg’s characteristic poetic approach:
subtle imagery, a reflective tone, and philosophical depth, all expressed through
carefully structured language.
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