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Theme: How to Find Common Words in a Text
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Annotation. The process of finding common words in a text is one of
the fundamental tasks in corpus linguistics and computational language
analysis. Identifying frequently occurring words helps researchers
understand the lexical profile of a text, determine its key topics, and compare
it with other texts or registers. This paper discusses practical methods for
finding common words using both manual and computational approaches,
explains their significance for linguistic research, and highlights applications
in teaching, stylistics, and lexicography.

Key words: corpus, frequency, word list, text analysis, concordance,
lexis, computation, token, type, language

AHHoTauusa. OnpejesieHde HauboJiee 4YacTO BCTPeYarIUXCs CJIOB B
TEKCTE SBJISIETCS OJHOW W3 OCHOBHBIX 33/lay KOPMYCHOW JIMHTBUCTUKU M
KOMIIBIOTEPHOTO  aHa/iu3a s3blKa. HMaeHTUPUKaLUMs YaCTOTHBIX CJIOB
IIOMOTaeT MCCAe[0oBaTeNsIM IOHATh JIEKCUYECKYI0 CTPYKTYpPy TEKCTa,
BBISIBUTb €r0 OCHOBHbIe TeMbl U CPAaBHHUTbH C JIPyTMMU THUMNAaMH TEKCTOB. B
CTaTb€ pacCMaTPUBAKOTCS METOJbl OIpejeseHHs] YacTOTHbIX CJO0B, HX
3HaYeHUe JJisl JIMHTBUCTUYECKHUX HUCCAeJOBAHUHM M TNpPUMEHEHHE B
npenojlaBaHuM, CTUJIIUCTUKE U JIeKCUKOTpapUHu.

KitoueBble cjioBa: KOPMYC, YaCTOTHOCTb, CIUCOK CJIOB, aHA/IM3 TEKCTa,
KOHKOP/JIAHC, JIEKCUKA, BbIYUCIEHUE, TOKEH, THUT, SI3bIK

Main Part. Finding common words in a text involves analyzing its
lexical frequency — the number of times each word appears. This process
reveals which words dominate a text and provides insights into its style, topic,
and communicative purpose. In corpus linguistics, such analysis is crucial for
building frequency lists, developing dictionaries, and studying stylistic
variation.

The simplest way to find common words is through manual counting or
using word frequency functions in text processing tools. However, large texts
require computational methods that can automatically tokenize, count, and
rank words. Tools such as AntConc, WordSmith Tools, and Python’s Natural
Language Toolkit (NLTK) allow researchers to perform this efficiently.

For example, using Python, a researcher can process a text file with the
following simple commands:

from collections import Counter
text = open("sample.txt").read().lower().split()
freq = Counter(text)
print(freq.most_common(10))
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This code returns the ten most frequent words, such as “the,” “and,” “of,”
and “to,” which are common in English. To make results more meaningful,
linguists often remove stop words — high-frequency function words that
carry little content meaning — using pre-defined lists.

Once common words are identified, researchers can compare frequency
data across different texts or genres. For instance, academic texts often
contain words like research, method, and analysis, while fiction tends to
include said, looked, and thought. These lexical differences reflect genre
conventions and communicative goals.

Frequency analysis is also valuable in language teaching. Teachers can
use word lists to focus on the most common and useful vocabulary for
learners. For example, the General Service List (GSL) and Academic Word List
(AWL) are based on corpus frequency data and guide curriculum design for
English learners.

In stylistics, identifying frequent words helps describe an author’s style.
Repetition of certain lexical items can indicate thematic focus or emotional
intensity. In lexicography, frequency counts ensure that dictionary entries
reflect real usage, not intuition.

Moreover, frequency analysis supports computational applications such
as search optimization, keyword extraction, and authorship attribution. For
example, comparing word frequency profiles of different authors can help
determine authorship of anonymous texts — a method widely used in forensic
linguistics.

In summary, finding common words in a text is not merely a counting
exercise but a gateway to understanding linguistic patterns and
communicative functions. It connects language data with theory, pedagogy,
and technology.

Conclusion. Finding common words in a text is a simple yet powerful
linguistic technique. It provides quantitative evidence about vocabulary
distribution, genre characteristics, and stylistic tendencies. Through corpus
tools and computational analysis, researchers can handle large datasets and
obtain objective insights into language use. The method has wide applications
in teaching, lexicography, stylistics, and computational linguistics, making it
an essential component of modern corpus-based research.
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