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Primary Education in Foreign Language
1. Introduction
Assessing speaking skills plays a crucial role in language teaching and
learning, as speaking is one of the primary modes through which learners
communicate and demonstrate linguistic competence. In modern language
pedagogy, speaking assessment aims not only to evaluate learners’ fluency
and accuracy but also their ability to use language effectively in
communicative contexts. A well-structured assessment of speaking ensures
reliability, validity, and fairness, while providing meaningful feedback for
Improvement.
2. The Nature of Speaking Skills
Speaking is a productive skill that involves the active use of language to
express ideas, feelings, thoughts, and intentions. It requires real-time
processing and coordination of linguistic, psychological, social, and cognitive
factors.
3. Components of Speaking SKkills
- Pronunciation
- Grammar
- Vocabulary
- Fluency
- Coherence and Cohesion
- Interactive Communication
4. Principles of Speaking Assessment
- Validity
- Reliability
- Practicality
- Authenticity
- Washback
5. Types of Speaking Assessment
- Formative Assessment
- Summative Assessment
- Performance-Based Assessment
6. Speaking Assessment Tasks
- Interviews
- Picture Description
- Storytelling
- Role-plays
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- Discussions and Debates

- Presentations

7. Rating Scales and Rubrics

Holistic and analytic scoring methods are widely used to evaluate speaking
performance.

8. Challenges in Assessing Speaking SKkills

- Subjectivity

- Anxiety

- Time-Consuming Nature

- Environmental Factors

- Limited Sampling

9. Improving Reliability and Validity

Strategies include clear rubrics, rater training, recordings, and authentic tasks.
10. The Role of Technology in Speaking Assessment

Tools include automated scoring, digital portfolios, online tests, and speech
recognition.

11. Implications for Teaching and Learning

Assessment should support learning, reduce anxiety, and provide constructive
feedback.

12. Conclusion. Assessing speaking skills is essential for evaluating
communicative competence and fostering successful language learning. A
reliable and valid speaking assessment must consider linguistic, cognitive, and
social components of communication. By applying appropriate tasks, rubrics,
and principles, educators can evaluate speaking ability effectively while
promoting positive learning outcomes. Furthermore, integrating technology
enhances the accuracy and practicality of speaking assessment. Ultimately,
effective assessment fosters learners’ growth, confidence, and real-life
communicative proficiency.
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